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It is with deep sadness and respect that CIDSE mourns the passing of the Holy Father, who left us 
on Easter Monday. 
 
Pope Francis has been an inspiration to many of us, our member organisations and the communities 
we work with around the world. His teachings and messages have been received with fraternal love 
and have deeply influenced our work in recent years. 
 
His pontificate was marked by a bold and tireless call to listen to and care for the most vulnerable 
and to protect the integrity of creation. His encyclicals and apostolic exhortations − Laudato si', 
Fratelli tutti and others − have been guiding lights in our mission to stand with the marginalised, 
the oppressed and those who suffer injustice. 
 
He invited us to see the Church through the eyes of the margins, to embrace a decentralised and 
decolonised vision that challenges centuries-old power structures.  
 
Pope Francis constantly reminded us that the Church cannot ignore the cry of the earth and the 
cry of the poor, and ensure that all people, especially the poor, have a place at the table. His call for 
synodality invited us to form a more inclusive and collaborative Church, one that values every voice, 
no matter how small or far from the centres of power. 
 
In a world deeply divided, there is an urgency to work together and dream together, an invitation 
that Pope Francis has made with consistent clarity and hope. 
 
On this Earth Day, we are especially reminded of his prophetic voice calling us to care for our 
common home. As he said on Earth Day 2024: 

"Our generation has bequeathed many riches, but we have failed to protect the planet 
and we are not safeguarding peace. We are called to become artisans and caretakers 
of our common home, the Earth which is "falling into ruin."  
Pope Francis, Earth Day 2024 

These words remain a powerful legacy, urging all of us − faith communities, civil society and 
decision-makers alike − to act with urgency, hope and compassion in the face of complex social 
and environmental crises. His vision of integral ecology continues to challenge and inspire our work, 
calling us to transform structures of injustice and build a more just and sustainable world. 
 
United in prayer and solidarity, we express our heartfelt gratitude for his twelve years of humble 
and courageous service to the Universal Church. May his legacy live on through our collective 
commitment to justice, peace, and care for creation. 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2024-04/on-earth-day-pope-urges-responsibility-for-our-common-home.html

