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Promoting and protecting the right to food in the agricultural investment debate
Agribusiness and Human RightsA Briefing for Social Move ments

This week from October 7" to 11", the UN Committee on World Food Security (CFS)
will meet for its 40" session in Rome One of the priorities this year is agricultural
investment CIDSE, together with other civil society organisations and social
move ments calls on governments and investorsotensure investment does not endanger
the right to food. To inform this debate, CIDSE, the international alliance of Catholic
development organisationshas publisheda briefing .

“ Agriculture is the main source of livelihood for people living in develogiogntries;
ironically these are the most steptible to food insecurity. There is no question thate
investment in agricultures needed taeduce poverty ansnprovefood security, butve need
to reflect uponwhat kindsof investmentcan guarantee the right to food,said CIDSE

Secretary Genera&lernd Nilles.

Most investmentin agricultureis actually made by smallholders themseascording to a
report produced by &ligh Level Panel of Experts to inforthe CFS’sdiscussionCIDSE
hopes thatthe CFStalks will reflect the report and take seriously $kekind of important
local impacts on the right to food, local economic development and environmental
sustainability

The public sector plays a centrable by ensuring thatdditional investmentmaximizes
smallholders own and does not expose them itcesponsiblebusiness practices which
aggravatdand grabbing and compewath local food productionPriority should be given to
the development of domestiooild markets and local econasiStateshave a dutyo regulate
markets and private actars line with international human rights law and standards

“We hopethis CIDSEDbriefing will give those most affected by food insecurity tih@s to
negotiateinvestment conditionwith statesto servethe well being of people and human
rights. The briefingtherefore provides information on existing mechanismshich already
protect the right to food and govern thesponsibilitiesof businesss We must hold
governments accountalfier their duty tosugport small holder food producers and to protect
them from the potentialnegativeimpacts ofinvestmentwhich put in jeopardy their food
security addedCIDSE Policy and Advocacy Officer on Food, Agriculture and Sustainable
TradeGisele Henriques.
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Notes to the editors

e CIDSE is an international alliance of Catholic development agenit#& soembers share
a common strategy in their efforts to eradicate poverty astablish global justice.
www.cidse.org
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e CIDSE members:Broederlijk Delen (Belym), CAFOD (England and Wales), CCFD
Terre Solidaire (France), Center of Concern (US¥9rdaid (the Netherlands), Development
& Peace (Canada), Entraide et Fraternité (BelgiumiRko (Slovakia), Fastenopfer
(Switzerland), FEC (Portugal), FOCSIV (ltylyrondation Bridderlech Deelen (Luxembourg),
KOO (Austria), Manos Unidas (Spain), MISEREOR (Gany), SCIAF (Scotland), Trécaire
(Ireland)

Dates for the CFS40 are: 7th to 11th October. The program corfgistboy round tables on
‘Biofuels and food secity’ and ‘Investing in smallholder agriculture for food setuand
nutrition, as well as discussions on the process for establishingigles in responsible
agricultural investment (rai).

On Wednesday 9th October, 14:00-15:00 a side eventpensred by CIDSE, titled
“Sustainable, equitable and viable food systems: civil society messagés the
International Year of Family Farming and beyond’. The event will give examples and
characteristics of sustainable, equitable and eididd systems, inatling crop and livestock
production. Examples and experiences from transition psese will be highlighted.
Implications for public policies and responsible investment willibeussed.

The CIDSE briefing is intended as a tool feocial movements ithe field. Agribusiness and
Human Rights: Briefing for Social Movememdsavailable in English, French and Spanish

Other publications being released on the occasichedCFS meeting includes a manual by
CIDSE, FIAN, IUF andLa Via CampesinaUsing the Global Strategic Framework for Food
Security and Nutrition to Pron®tand Defend the People’s Right to Adequate Food: A
Manual for Social Movements and Civil Society Organisati@iso available in English,
French and Spanish
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