CIDSE press release, New York, September 24, 2014

UN Climate Summit Outcome

Reaction of CIDSE Delegation to outcomes of the UN climate Summit in New York
CIDSE reminds governments that fighting for climate change isn’t just about pledges at the UN
summit. We need a decarbonisation of the economy, an end to engagement in fossil fuels and
moving away from destructive extractive industries and processes. We need to move towards a
future where the focus is not on production and consumption, but rather on resilience, justice
and living in harmony with God’s creation.
Lorna Gold, Head of Policy at CIDSE’s Irish Member Organisation Trócaire said “the Climate Summit,

following on from the global demonstrations across the world at the weekend, could mark a turning point
in the global climate change debate. Climate change has been recognised not only as an environmental
issue, but as an existential threat which goes to the heart of the economic system. Many significant
pledges amounting to $280 billion of investment have been made by the private sector to shift investment
towards decarbonisation.”
While many corporate initiatives are being announced around climate finance and agriculture, Bernd Nilles,
Secretary General of CIDSE, highlighted the need for greater emphasis on ensuring safeguards and transparency,
saying “without such measures in place, these initiatives will neither serve the planet, nor the people.”

“Much was said of the link between climate and poverty which was positive. Unfortunately, for those
living in poverty the words would not have been much comfort for the challenges they face now and in the
future,” said Neil Thorns, Head of Advocacy and Communications Division in CAFOD, CIDSE’s Member
Organisation in England and Wales.
The CIDSE delegation’s meeting with Small Island States brought forward the hard hitting fact of how climate
change is an immediate reality for these nations, and how the lack of mitigation ambition at the summit shows the
continued indifference towards the victims of climate change.
CIDSE, the international alliance of Catholic development agencies, calls on world leaders to act on the calls of the
hundreds of thousands of people who took to the streets of New York and hundreds of other cities all over the
world to secure a fair and ambitious deal in Paris in 2015 that ensures climate justice for all. Many governments,
however, including those of the EU, have failed to use the New York Climate Summit to deliver in mitigation plans
and new and additional public finance commitments ensuring such a deal.
The CIDSE delegation present in New York can be reached for statements via Climate Policy Officer Meera Ghani.
The delegation also consists of CIDSE Secretary General Bernd Nilles, Trócaire Head of Policy and Advocacy
Lorna Gold, CAFOD Head of Advocacy and Communications Division Neil Thorns, the Head of Campaign and
Advocacy, Good Governance, Justice, Peace and Development Project of the Bishops’ Conference of Africa and
Madagascar (SECAM) Firmin Adjahossou, Head of International Advocacy at Secours Catholique Emilie Johann,
H.E. the Archbishop of Abuja (Nigeria) Cardinal John Onaiyekan and Fr. Michael Czerny of the Pontifical Council
for Justice and Peace.
Contacts:
Meera Ghani, Policy Officer (Climate), ghani(at)cidse.org, +32 (0)485 08 10 16
__________
Notes to the editors
• CIDSE is an international alliance of Catholic development agencies. Its members share a common
strategy in their efforts to eradicate poverty and establish global justice.
• CIDSE members: Broederlijk Delen (Belgium), CAFOD (England and Wales), CCFD - Terre Solidaire
(France), Center of Concern (USA), Cordaid (the Netherlands), Development & Peace (Canada), Entraide
et Fraternité (Belgium), eRko (Slovakia), Fastenopfer (Switzerland), FEC (Portugal), FOCSIV (Italy),
Fondation Bridderlech Deelen (Luxembourg), KOO (Austria), Manos Unidas (Spain), MISEREOR
(Germany), SCIAF (Scotland), Trócaire (Ireland)
• The UN Climate Summit took place on September 23, 2014, and was preceded by the largest climate
demonstrations in history.
• Ahead of the summit, CIDSE published a critique of climate-smart agriculture – a summary of an
upcoming report is available here.
• To read more about CIDSE’s activities at the summit, please take a look at our web page.

