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Allow me to beginby thankingthe organizesof the ThirdUnited Nations
Forum on Business and Human Rights for the opportunity to convey some
observations and Pope Francis’ perspective on the relationship of business and
human rights, an aspect of the social doctrine of the Catholic Church that the
Holy See offers as her contribution to the current debate.

Mr. President,

1.- The interplay of business and human rights offers a good opportunity to
further humanize the economy. The international community is engaged in this
task and companies, civil society, politicapresentativeshave worked in the
direction of enhancing awareness that respect of human rights ontheuln is

also good business. Among the practical steps taketheuiding Principles

on business and human rigffrotect, Respect and RemédyThe Principles

have been widely endorsed signalling a strong political commitmangeied
efforts however,are still indispensablan order tospreadthem successfully
worldwide to all stakeholder8esidesexperience shows that further steps are
required in the construction  stronger business and humaghts regime,
includingthe development of national action plans on business and hughés r

and effective remedie® those business practices whose violation of human
rights produce negativeonsequenced.he financial crisis has demonstrated the
difficulty of relying on business to voluntarily sekgulate. In particular weak

and poor States suffer the consequences of an asymmetry in the international
system where the business companiebtsigire backed up by hard laws and
strong enforcement mechanisms while their obligations are backed up only by
soft laws like voluntary guidelines. Then, “there are numerous people,
especially immigrants, who, compelled to work “under the table”, lack the most
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basic juridical and economic guarargék Another concern regards the ability

of international corporations to partially escape territoriality andecdor
themselves arfin-between” existencethat evadesational legislation. Their
mobility in terms of their country of incorporation, management, production,
and financial flows, allows them to navigate national legislations, take
advantage of regulatpmarbitrage and choose the jurisdictions that may offer the
best return in terms of profit. But profit cannee the only rational goal of
business activityas Pope Francis and other religious leades us When
human rights are neglected, a systemic exclusion of the vulnerable doones a
The Popepoints out that anew development occurs: “It is no longer simply
about exploitation and oppression, but something new. Exclusion ultimately has
to do with what it means to be a part of the society in wiehlive; those
excluded are no longer society’s underside or its fringes or its disenfranehised
they are no longer even part of it. The excluded are not the “exploited” but the
outcast, the “leftovers®’Against this backgrounda binding instrumenivould

raise moral standarde€hange the way international corporations understand
their role and activityand help clarify the extraterritorial obligations of States
regarding the acts of their companies in other countriesthis regard, it has
been proposed that the synergy between public sector corporations and private
ones could constitute another emerging form of economic entevgrisk cares

for the common good without giving up prdfit

Mr. President,
2.- Sgnificant progress has been achievedifferent area®f life that have

improved people’s wellbeinghealth care, educatipocommuni@tions Modern
business activity has played a famaental rolan bringing about these changes
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no longer do full justice to reality, or offer practical direction for the future. In recent decades a broad
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by stimulating and developing the immense resources of human intelligence.
But, we are still confronted with problems likenvironmental degradation,
violent conflics, forced resettlementhe rapid fluctuation in the prices of
commodities and agricultural products, stranded resources and natural disasters
impacted by climate changandcyclical political and economic crises. The loss

of benefits like insurance and pensidygically associaté with employment in

the developed world has further magnified the uncertainty and precariousness
now faced by the middle class. In our globally interconnected world, people
living in poverty are keenly awardérom their exposure to mass and social
medig that their wellbeing i®ften determined by decisions madelégders and
policy makersthey have little opportunity to influencét the root of this
situation isan individualistic ideologyone described by Pope Francis“as
economy of exclsion and mequality” (EG, 53). Itrests on the “presumption”

that human beings are naturally selfestd on the automatic ability of a free
market, unhindered by regulations, to generate increasedieefly and
aggregate growth. This ideology describes the future not in terms of uncertainty
but in terms of risk based on probability. The consequences of any action may
be rationally assessed and the bottom line is determinpobbiymaximisation.

Certainly, business enterprises are crud@l issues of sustainability not
only becaus¢hey arefundamental pilles of the private sector, but also because
theycan satisfy many human needs through the provision of goods and services.
They have a social responsibility whetigough the ‘socialicence to operate’
that is granted to them their government, they must work not only for their
legitimate profit, but also for the commonagbwhile abidingby human rights
standards.

3.- In fact, what is needed is a renewed, profound and broadensg &én
responsibility. The total commitment of all the relevant players, particularly
companies, igssential“given that large multinational companies have become
important economic and political actors influencing both international relations
and economic and social development, they play a very significant role in
addressing global societal challenges. Therefore, a better understanding is
needed of how multinational companies integrate within both the traditional
international and domestic envirognts to create shared valife”
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First of all, we need to take into account,Ragpe Francis clearly states
that: “Business is a vocation, and a noble vocation, provided that those engaged
in it see themselves challenged by a greater meaning in [fe&international
business community can count on many men and women of great personal
honesty and integrity, whose work is inspired and guided by high ideals of
fairness, generosity and concern for the authentic development of the human
family. Pope Francis continues: “Economy and finance are dimensions of
human activity and can be occasions of encounter, of dialogue, of cooperation,
of recognized rights and of services rendered, of dignity affirmesiork. But
in order for this to happeitt, is necessary talways place man with his dignity
at the centre, countering the dynamics that tend to homologize everything and
place money at the apex. When money becomes the end and the motive of every
activity and of every venture, then the utilitarian perspectivelbatk logic-
which do not respect peopl@revail, resulting in the widespread collapse of the
values of solidarity and respect for the human being. Those working in various
capacities in economy and finance are called to make choices that promote the
social and economic wellbeing of the whole of humanity, offering everyone the
opportunity to pursue his/her own developmént.”

The Holy See strongly belies¢ghata new political and business mentality
can take shape, one capable of guiding all economic and financial activity within
the horizon of an ethical approatitat does not exclude but transcends profit.
The Pope warns théit is not enough to give praciicanswers to economic and
material questions. It is nhecessary to generate and cultivate ethics of economy,
of finance and of employment; it is necessary to maintain the value of solidarity
— this word which today risks being taken out of the dictiorargolidarity as
a moral approach, an expression of attention to others in all their legitimate
needs.”

We are askedabove all to build a meaningful future for the generations
to come “If we want to deliver to future generations an improved
environmental, economic, cultural and social patrimony, which we inhg&rited
says Pope Francisweé are called to assume the responsibility of working for the
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globalization of solidarity. Solidaritys a demand that arises from the same
network of interconnections which develop with globalizatidn.

In conclusion, the interplay of human rights and the economy, the
business world in particular, will become more productive when they move
forward on a duble track. First, the current situation of inequality and of
exclusion which affects too many people, must be addressed with urgency and
effectiveness. Second, a peaceful and creative society is possible when the
economy is placed within a contexherehuman persons have priority, are free
to contribute their talents and their dignity is properly recognized.

8 Ibid.



	Statement of H. E. Archbishop Silvano M. Tomasi

