Press release
EU needs to rethink its Latin America relations
(Brussels, 19/03/2015) EU relations with Latin America should promote greater cooperation and socioeconomic
equality with a focus on human rights, according to NGOs meeting at the second EU‐CELAC Civil Society Forum held
today in Brussels, organised by CONCORD and Mesa de Articulación.
The event hosted Federica Mogherini, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs as EU leaders
are set to meet in Brussels for the EU Council.
The EU in Latin America: a good partner?
The EU plays a major role in Latin America, being one of its biggest development aid donors and its second largest
trading partner. From 2001 to 2011 exports of raw materials from Latin America to the EU increased steadily by a
total of 52%. Yet often the aggressive extraction of natural resources has negative impacts on the local environment
and increases the forced displacement of local people and other rights violations.
For Laura Sullivan, Vice‐President of CONCORD, the European NGO confederation for relief and
development: “Europe needs to have a fairer relationship with Latin America, ensuring that its policies on
trade, energy and agriculture are coherent and do no harm. 2015 is a make or break year for EU
development commitments.”
Human rights and poverty reduction vs economic interests
Miguel Santibáñez, Coordinator of the Mesa de Articulación says that “in the present context, the two
regions show similar worrying trends. Economic interests are prioritized in bi‐regional relations over human
rights and poverty reduction, and universal access to basic social services is limited.”
European civil society networks based in Brussels with a strong focus on EU‐Latin America relations including the EU
ACT Alliance, CIDSE, Cifca, Grupo Sur and Oidhaco view the forum as a strategic opportunity to highlight the
importance of promoting relations between the two regions, focused on human rights and gender equality,
sustainable alternatives to the current economic model and the creation of a more just and inclusive society.
A joint declaration from forum will be published on 20 March to influence public opinion in the European Union,
Latin America and the Caribbean.
ENDs
Notes to editors:
1. Next steps: the second official EU‐CELAC summit takes place in June 2015 where Heads of State and
Government of the two regions are set to meet in Brussels.
2. CONCORD is the European confederation of Relief and Development NGOs. It represents NGOs from all 28
EU member states, as well as 18 international networks and 2 associate members.
3. Mesa de Articulación is a regional network of NGOs in Latin America and the Caribbean.
4. CONCORD’s spotlight report on EU Policy Coherence report looks at how EU policies negatively affect
developing countries. More info: http://bit.ly/1FBj4tD
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