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#imperativetochange  

 

Influential voices call on world leaders to do more to support social justice and equality for the 

people and the planet  

 

A group of leading voices has come together to demand greater ambition in tackling social 

injustices, calling for a new emphasis on notions of well-being, a culture of care and shared 

prosperity. The common statement, co-signed by political decision-makers, writers, activists, faith 

leaders and civil society representatives, was released just before the United Nations Summit in 

New York (25-27 September), and before Pope’s Francis address to the UN General Assembly (25 

September) in which he is expected to call world leaders to put the poor and vulnerable at the 

heart of their decisions.  

 

The call, coordinated by CIDSE (International alliance of 17 development agencies), brought 

together a range of leading voices. Among the signatories were Viviane Reding (former Vice-

President of the European Commission and Member of the European Parliament, Luxembourg), 

Susan George (PhD, President, Transnational Institute,), Hilal Elver (Professor of law, Turkey; and 

UN Special Rapporteur on Right to Food), Bill McKibben (Co-founder 350.org), Georges Bach 

(Georges Bach, Member of European Parliament, Luxembourg), Pa Ousman Jarju (Minister of 

Environment Climate Change, Water Resources and Parks and Wildlife of Gambia), Mamadou Goita 

(Insitut de Recherche pour des Alternatives au Développment en Afrique), Mgr. Theotonius Gomes 

(Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus of Dhaka, Federation of Asian Bishops’ conference), Naderev "Yeb" Saño 

(Leader of The People's Pilgrimage for Climate Action, OurVoices), Kumi Naidoo, (Executive 

Director, Greenpeace International), Nicolas Hulot, (Special Envoy of the President of the French 

Republic for the Protection of the Planet), several representatives from the CIDSE network and 

many others.  

 

The statement, coming only 70 days before the 21
st

 Conference of Parties of the UN Framework 

Convention for Climate Change (COP 21), welcomed the growing number of religious leaders from 

all over the world that continue to speak up on climate change: the encyclical letter Laudato Si’ on 

our Common Home, the Islamic declaration on climate change, and the Lambeth Declaration 

signed by faith leaders in the UK are examples of this engagement.  

 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), according to the statement, seek to respond to many 

of today’s most pressing challenges, but do not overcome fundamental contradictions in the global 

economy. They do not tackle the unjust rules governing finance, taxation, trade and investment, 

the signatories warned, arguing that these are essential elements of the structural transformation 

that is needed in order to address the root causes of poverty and inequality.  

 

Meanwhile, world leaders were called upon to set limits on natural resource extraction, agree to 

equitable natural resource-sharing, resist the influence of entrenched interests, and to counter the 

power of transnational corporations to influence public policy.  

 

They were also urged to renew and redirect finance from dirty energy to decentralized community-

based renewable energy production, transform the financial system to support the emergence of 

sustainable alternatives, reform the systems that exclude the majority of the world from 



determining global taxation rules, trade agreements, and other areas that have a great impact on 

them.  

 

In addition, world leaders were called upon by the signatories to allow marginalized groups such as 

indigenous people and migrants to speak for themselves at the negotiating table.  

 

The full statement can be read here.  
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