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TOGETHER FOR GLOBAL JUSTICE
WHO WE ARE
CIDSE is a family of 18 Catholic international social justice organisations. Our members in Europe and
North America share a common strategy in their efforts to challenge systemic injustice and inequity.
The work of CIDSE is coordinated by an international secretariat in Brussels, Belgium.
OUR MISSION
Working together with others, we want to serve the poor, promote justice, harness the power of
global solidarity, and create transformational change to end poverty, inequalities and threats to the
environment both global and local.
WHAT WE DO
Undertake joint advocacy on climate and energy, climate and agriculture, business and human rights,
finance, and development. Furthermore, via special projects, we also engage in advocacy on issues
related to Israel and Palestine, gender equality, and sustainable production and consumption. For the
latter, we are currently running the campaign “Change for the Planet – Care for the People”.
 nhance coordination and impact of programmes, by working together with local partners to
E
promote people-driven change.
 hallenge systemic injustice, inequity and destruction of nature, namely by tackling assumptions on
C
growth, development and consumption, and by promoting true alternatives.
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FOREWORD
from the President

In 2017, I had the pleasure of beginning my term as President of the CIDSE network and of officially approving its new
operational plan, which organises the network in its activities, actions and joint efforts towards systemic change and real
societal transformation. In this spirit and following the Pope’s encyclical, Laudato Si’, as a guiding compass, new priority
working groups were formed and met for the first time in January to kick off an intense year of work.
During the year, lobbying activities were carried out in the field of business and human rights through direct political
advocacy, but also through storytelling, showing the lives of people affected by transnational corporations who seek
justice in a context of corporate impunity. Climate justice was also a key area of advocacy and many members gathered
in Bonn for the United Nations Climate Change Conference. Agroecology has been identified as a viable solution to
food insecurity, and clarifying its principles is a key priority of ours that we will continue to pursue in the coming years.
The crucial importance of raising awareness of the difficult situation that human rights defenders face in many countries
has also been identified as a priority within all our areas of work.
Our sustainable lifestyles campaign “Change for The Planet – Care for the People” had a fantastic year, encouraging
volunteers to live Laudato Si’ and sparking debates on how to live sustainably through a documentary and a photo
competition. I am very proud of how CIDSE is experimenting with new tools and ways to connect with people and
initiate change! I am also very glad about how open we are as a network, connecting with Church and non-Church
partners, supporting movements and learning from them.
I was delighted in September to welcome the new Secretary General of CIDSE, Josianne Gauthier, who brought with
her a new perspective and many years of experience working at our Canadian member, Development and Peace. I am
looking forward to working alongside her, with the secretariat team, and with the whole network on the many exciting
projects that we will deliver in 2018.
In 2018, we have already launched a multimedia project on agroecology, organised our first Systemic Change Forum,
and carried out a directors’ visit to Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory. We plan to strengthen our work on
gender equality, climate and energy; engage in many international forums such as the World Social Forum and the
thematic forum on mining and extractives; and much more. We will also produce a new documentary on energy and
create more opportunities for volunteers to meet and become ambassadors of change.

Éamonn Meehan,
Executive Director, Trócaire (Ireland)
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We need a different model
that is beneficial to the planet
and to small-scale farmers [...].
Organic agriculture, agroecology,
is a good option, if not
the best option.
Maria Rowena Buena,
MASIPAG
(Philippines)

CLIMATE AND AGRICULTURE:
EXPLORING AND PROMOTING AGROECOLOGY
In the context of the work that CIDSE carries out to address the nexus between food sovereignty and climate
justice, agroecology has been identified as a key pillar of a just and sustainable food system, and a comprehensive
solution to the climate and food crisis.
Building on the experiences and the work advanced so far by farmers,
social movements, civil society organisations, academics and other
actors across the world to develop the concept of agroecology,
CIDSE has engaged in the process of clarifying what agroecology
means and what it looks like through a set of principles based on
evidence in the field. At the first European Agroecology Forum in
Lyon in October 2017, CIDSE convened a workshop with different
allies and stakeholders. This was an important step in the process of
finalising the publication on The Principles of Agroecology (2018)
and an opportunity to deepen our relationship with key allies: La
Via Campesina, Urgenci (the international network for community
supported agriculture) and MIJARC. It was also the opportunity
to link up with academia. Indeed, the Centre for Agroecology, Water

and Resilience from Coventry University played an important role
in this event.
The UN Climate Change Conference COP23 was also identified as a
relevant moment to have discussions around agroecology, benefitting
from the convergence of voices and experiences from around the
world. CIDSE co-organised two events around agroecology, one in
the official climate negotiation zone that targeted policymakers, and
one during the People’s Climate Summit.
This year, CIDSE also explored ways to engage on the reform of
the Common Agricultural Policy from a climate and development
perspective.

JANUARY

Eamonn Meehan (Trócaire)
was elected President of CIDSE.
The Board of Directors officially
endorsed the CIDSE Operational
Plan 2017-2021.

CIDSE co-convened the
conference on Laudato Si’
and Catholic investment in
clean energy organised by
the Global Catholic Climate
Movement in Rome.

The report on the forced
internal displacement
of Palestinians in the
occupied Palestinian
territory and Israel was
launched in Brussels
with testimonies from
Palestinian partners.
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The vision of the transition
we seek is one where energy
systems are decentralised,
community-owned and
controlled, and that ensure
universal access.
Soumya Dutta,
climate justice activist
(India)

CLIMATE AND ENERGY:
PROMOTING EQUITY, PARTICIPATION AND SOLIDARITY
CIDSE advocates for climate justice and calls for greater ambition to tackle climate change in the framework
of the Paris Agreement, based on the values of equity, participation and solidarity.
With these key principles in mind, CIDSE took part in the
Climate Change Conference COP23 in Bonn, Germany, with
a delegation of member organisations and hosted several side
events on sustainable lifestyles, a just transition, agroecology and
Laudato Si’. Together with many other organisations, CIDSE
signed onto a Civil Society Equity Review report to assess the
climate commitments (NDCs) that have been put on the table
through the UN climate negotiations.

spaces tied to the campaign on sustainable lifestyles “Change for
the Planet – Care for the People”.
In 2017, CIDSE also progressed in its work on energy, laying the
groundwork for comprehensive future advocacy strategies calling
for a just transition to renewable energy systems and ensure energy
access worldwide. The CIDSE network is indeed already involved
in many energy-related projects supporting partners around the
world, as this interactive map shows.

CIDSE also took part in the people’s march and in various peoples’
initiatives and carried out activities outside the official negotiating

FEBRUARY

CIDSE launched its first
international photo competition
on sustainable lifestyles.
The prize-giving ceremony
took place in June at an
event in partnership with the
European Economic and Social
Committee.

CIDSE welcomed the European
Parliament’s resolution on
the situation of human rights
defenders in Guatemala, urging
the Guatemalan government
to adopt measures for their
protection.

CIDSE called on members
of the European Parliament
to improve the European
Commission’s proposal on
regulation standards for the
implementation of the Financial
Instruments Directive (MiFID II).
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‘THE MUD THAT
BROUGHT DESTRUCTION’

is an online multimedia dossier
published by CIDSE. It tells the
story of the Samarco dam that burst
near Mariana and the long struggle
of the affected people for
rights and justice.
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ADVOCATING FOR A UN BINDING
TREATY ON BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS
 IDSE is advocating for a UN binding treaty as a key instrument to tackle the flagrant imbalances in
C
power between transnational corporations and people, and to protect human rights around the world.
As part of this commitment, CIDSE attended the third session of
the open-ended intergovernmental working group on transnational
corporations and other business enterprises with respect to human
rights (OEIGWG), which took place in Geneva in October.
Together with partners and allies, we submitted several statements
and hosted side events on the value of the treaty and the French duty
of vigilance law. Some of these activities were carried out with the
Treaty Alliance, a global civil society alliance jointly advocating for
an international binding treaty that effectively addresses corporate
human rights abuses.
We previously developed the joint academic study ‘Removing
Barriers to Justice’ with SOMO, Friends of the Earth, the International

Trade Union Confederation and others. It was presented to EU
Member States’ representatives in the EU Council and in Geneva,
and shows tangibly how a treaty could help improve access to justice
for communities affected by business-related human rights abuses.
Throughout our work we also aim to demonstrate the role of
local actors, including the Church, in the fight against corporate
impunity. Thus, we also collected short video testimonies from
partners on the need for a treaty and the value it could bring
from CooperAcción in Peru and Mgr. Alvaro Ramazzini in
Guatemala, working with communities confronted with abuses in
the context of large-scale mining.

MARCH

A panel debate on business
and human rights looking
at the role and prospects
for the European Union was
organised at the European
Parliament with Mgr. Álvaro
Ramazzini (Guatemala).

CIDSE, along with more than
200 civil society organisations,
called on the European
Commission to block the
three agribusiness mega
mergers of DuPont-Dow,
Syngenta-ChemChina and
Monsanto-Bayer.

CIDSE and its members
remembered the 50th
anniversary of Populorum
Progressio and took part in
Vatican celebrations.
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Establishing a supremacy of human
rights does not indicate an investorhostile regulatory environment.
To the contrary, clarifying the
relationship between trade and
investment could add to a stable
legal environment.

a
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From the Ensuring the Primacy
of Human Rights in Trade &
Investment Policies study
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ENSURING HUMAN RIGHTS IN INVESTMENT POLICIES
 IDSE identified the issue of international investments as a crucial area where human rights should be
C
put first.
As part of this work, CIDSE released the academic study ‘Ensuring
the Primacy of Human Rights in Trade & Investment Policies’,
launched in March at a joint event in the European Parliament
with Mgr. Ramazzini from Guatemala.

for members of the European Parliament (MEPs) and Burmese
parliamentarians on the implications of the EU-Myanmar IPA for
land reform, management of natural resources, protection of human
and labor rights and the environment, and the peace process.

Part of CIDSE’s work in this field has been focused on Myanmar
with the publication of the joint policy briefing ‘Myths and Risks
of the EU-Myanmar Investment Protection Agreement (IPA)’ with
The Transnational Institute (TNI), Myanmar partners and other
international allies. The briefing contained recommendations

In the context of a planned MEP delegation to Myanmar on 19-20
September, CIDSE helped to secure a meeting with civil society;
however, the MEP visit was postponed due to the tense political
and human rights situation.

APRIL

CIDSE participated in the
European Commission
consultation on modernising
and simplifying the common
agricultural policy (CAP).

A briefing on human rights in
trade and investment policies
and the potential of a UN
treaty was released, based
on a study commissioned
by CIDSE and conducted by
Prof. Markus Krajewski.

Bernd Nilles, CIDSE Secretary
General since 2008,
left Brussels to become
Director of Fastenopfer, our
Swiss member organisation.
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Land is life.
Land grabbing is a serious
phenomenon that challenges
every conscience.
Abidjan declaration

STOPPING LAND GRABBING
AND STRENGTHENING MOVEMENTS
 hroughout the year CIDSE has strengthened its work in the field of land rights and engaged in a
T
conference on land grabbing in Africa.
CIDSE continued to work closely with the platform ‘Our Land is
Our Life’, which was established at the Limuru (Kenya) Conference
in 2015 together with SECAM and some CIDSE members,
partners and allies. This platform provides space for linking
Church and non-Church partners, with grassroots movements
and allies on land and resource rights issues. It is a space to build
synergy and collaborative resistance and support communities to
defend their land against corporate takeover. Thanks to the work
of this platform, more than 80 representatives of African Church
institutions and faith groups, social movements and grassroots
initiatives, non-governmental organisations from Africa, Europe
and the US came together for the conference ‘Land grabbing in

Francophone Africa: identifying and strengthening endogenous
solutions’ (November 2017, Abidjan).
Its key objective was to share knowledge based on the practices
of African communities in developing strategies that stop land
grabbing in Africa, and to build networks and strengthen movements
within Africa and with other continents. Finally, it was a space
for reflection on land grabbing issues from the perspective of
Laudato Si’ and Catholic Church social teachings. The conference
ended with the adoption of a powerful declaration signed by
around 60 Church and non-Church actors and 11 national and
regional follow up action plans.

MAY

CIDSE members’ favorite sharing
and learning space, the annual
COMED and Fundraising Forum,
took place in Luxembourg,
hosted by partage.lu and Caritas
Luxembourg.

Hosted by FEC, volunteers
from CIDSE member
organisations gathered in
Portugal to reflect and act
on more just and sustainable
lifestyles, before walking to
Fatima to see Pope Francis.

A CIDSE delegation took
part in the Bonn climate
change negotiations
preparing the ground for
the COP23 conference
hosted by Fiji.
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People who are denouncing the impacts
of big mining companies’ operations
are often in danger, but exposing
the situation of the person who is
threatened is extremely necessary. If
you hide, if you are afraid, if you don’t
communicate, it’s impossible to build
a network of support and international
solidarity is crucial for this.
Fr. Rodrigo Peret,
Franciscans International,
member of Iglesias y Minería

MOVEMENT BUILDING: WORKING
WITH PARTNERS AND INTERNATIONAL ALLIES
 IDSE operates in a global context building connections and supporting movements of partners across
C
the world.
In 2017, CIDSE participated in several global events where
members of civil society converged and supported each other. We
supported the Latin American platform Iglesias y Minería (IyM)
in building proactive, cohesive approaches to dialogue with, and
support affected communities. In March, at a meeting between
CIDSE’s leadership, IyM and Cardinal Turkson, Prefect of the
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development, CIDSE
and partners shared the experiences of communities impacted by
extractive industries with a view to continue strengthening the role
of the Church in responding to corporate human rights abuses and
environmental degradation.
CIDSE believes in equal partnership and so, collaborates with and
supports social movements under the rights-based approach in their

struggle to regain communities’ control over their natural resources.
Such partnerships include La Via Campesina, Dismantle Corporate
Power, COPAGEN, MASIPAG, the Global Convergence for
Water and Land Struggles, and others.
We equally maintain close relationships with Continental Bishops’
Conferences and welcomed a SECAM delegation. CIDSE also
supports regional networks, peoples’ movements and change agents
in resisting and protecting human rights defenders, especially
women.
CIDSE also continues to work within a varied group of broader
coalitions and alliances such as Climate Action Network,
CONCORD and the Global Catholic Climate Movement.

JUNE

During the European
Development Days, CIDSE
shared a stand focusing on
the Paris climate agreement
with other Brussels-based
organisations where visitors
could take a carbon
footprint quiz.

The Board appointed
Josianne Gauthier as CIDSE
Secretary General
at their mid-year meeting
in Austria; she joined
the Secretariat on
1st September.

Partners from Myanmar
met with EU officials to
discuss the EU-Myanmar
investment agreement
as part of a lobby tour
organised by MISEREOR,
CIDSE’s German member.
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I think there are many things we can
do in order to improve the world in
which we live. […] I think that the
transition that we initiate by doing little
bits is going to have a snowball effect
where there’s a movement and we
can all be part of that movement and
we can all have an influence on
the world’s trajectory.
Christophe Nothomb,
GASAP network (Belgium)

INSPIRING CHANGE WITH THE CAMPAIGN
“CHANGE FOR THE PLANET – CARE FOR THE PEOPLE”
 IDSE and its members mobilise citizens to call for a radical shift in their production and consumption
C
models. We do so through several online and offline activities that aim to spark the debate and initiate change.
This year’s campaign activities included the photo competition
‘Inspire Change Through your Lens’ to showcase citizen-led
initiatives in sustainable production and consumption of food and
energy around the world. An award ceremony was organised in
Brussels following a roundtable discussion on the power of citizens
to move society towards fairer and more sustainable systems. These
changes are happening through innovative and local initiatives
that take into account people’s lives and the planet’s boundaries. A
photo exhibition featuring the best pictures of the competition was
held in Brussels and Bonn and attracted visitors on both occasions.

and meaningful steps towards sustainable living, was also
filmed throughout the year as part of the campaign’s activities.
In a 35-minute journey, the viewer travels from Portugal to the
Philippines, from Canada to the UK, discovering the lives and
experiences of ten inspiring protagonists from all walks of life,
who share the steps they’ve taken in their personal or collective
transformation towards a more sustainable life. The documentary
was launched on World Food Day and was also screened publicly
in Bonn at COP23. On this occasion, students and citizens of
Bonn joined the discussion on how to challenge their own lifestyles
to lead a more sustainable life.

Stories of Change, a documentary compiling 10 different stories,
experiences and reflections from people who are taking simple

JULY/AUGUST

After the ‘Walk for Change’
gathering in Portugal,
Broederlijk Delen, CIDSE’s
Flemish member, organised
an international camp for
volunteers and supporters of
CIDSE member organisations
in Belgium.

The International
Movement of Catholic
Agricultural and Rural
Youth (MIJARC) invited
CIDSE to take part in
their World Assembly
in Rwanda.

CIDSE representatives attended
the Partnership Forum organised
by the European Commission’s
Directorate General for
International Cooperation and
Development.
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Visit the

#Together4Change blog
for reflections from participants
in the sustainable camps.

LIVING LAUDATO SI' AND EXPERIENCING
AN ECOLOGICAL CONVERSION
I n 2017, many volunteers of CIDSE’s member organisations had the opportunity to live Laudato Si’,
getting together and challenging their own lifestyle within the framework of the campaign “Change for
the Planet – Care for the People”.
In May, hosted by FEC (Portugal), around 25 young supporters
from the CIDSE network and partners of the campaign spent an
intense week in the beautiful heritage farm Casa Velha. The farm
provided a conducive space for sharing, and learning around the
topics of sustainable ways of living, climate change, food insecurity,
and overconsumption. The gathering concluded with a ‘Walk for
Change’ to Fatima, a pilgrimage to meet Pope Francis.
During the summer, a group of volunteers visited the ‘Wereldkamp
2017’, a yearly camp open to young adults, families, and children
led by Broederlijk Delen (Belgium). The camp provides a space
for people to meet and discuss what’s happening in our world; this
year’s theme – Buen Vivir – explored the importance of recognising

and nourishing a harmonious relationship between people and
their environment, living simply and reflecting on how to bring
about that change. Furthermore, some of these volunteers joined
the CIDSE delegation to COP23 in Bonn, took part in the people’s
mobilisation, and brought their contributions to our events and
debates.
CIDSE was glad that the campaign “Change for the Planet – Care
for the People” was selected for a grant from the KR foundation,
allowing us to carry out more activities in the coming year on
sustainable lifestyles in cooperation with the Global Catholic
Climate Movement.

SEPTEMBER

The CIDSE Campaign
“Change for the Planet –
Care for the People”
supported the Season of
Creation, an ecumenical
initiative led by the Global
Catholic Climate Movement.

As a first step to develop
work on energy – a new
priority area for CIDSE – the
secretariat carried out a
mapping of CIDSE members’
projects on energy access
and renewables.

CIDSE President and
new Secretary General met
Fr. Bruno-Marie Duffé, the new
Secretary of the Dicastery
for Promoting Integral Human
Development during
a visit to the Holy See.
11
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We don’t know what will happen
if the 1.5°C temperature threshold is
breached, hence it is a matter of life and
death and a just transition shouldn’t be
a vision alone, but an urgent response
to act on climate.
Gerry Arances,
Centre for Energy, Ecology
and Development (Philippines)

WORKING FOR SYSTEMIC CHANGE ACROSS
ALL OF OUR ACTIVITIES
 IDSE carries out a systemic change approach as an overarching priority for societal and ecological
C
transformation.
At CIDSE, we work for a type of transformational change that will
pervade all parts of the system so directly linked to current injustice
and inequalities, ecological dysfunction and climate change. We try
to apply the systemic lens to all our areas of work.

the perspective of women human rights defenders in conflict areas,
and women defending their land. Promoting the gender equality
blog through social media has allowed us to reach a very broad and
diverse public.

As part of this systemic approach, gender equality has been
prioritised within CIDSE’s work, promoting gender parity for
conferences and debates and sparking internal reflections within our
network. Advancing our efforts to tell stories of change, CIDSE’s
gender equality blog in its second year of existence gave space to
a diversity of voices and organisations from all over the world to
tell their stories as they struggle to achieve gender equality. Topics
that have been addressed through the blog included tax justice,

In December, we also launched another blog space – ‘Voices for
Change’ – entirely dedicated to systemic change. Articles reflect
and analyse issues such as the ways of producing and consuming
food or energy at the intersection with greater systems of injustice:
patriarchy, racism, colonialism or capitalism.
As part of our work on systemic change, CIDSE also looks at the
issue of sustainable finance as a cross-cutting issue.

OCTOBER

CIDSE’s work towards a
UN binding treaty on business
and human rights intensified
during the 3rd Session
of the open-ended
Inter-Governmental Working
Group in Geneva.

On World Food Day,
CIDSE launched its
documentary ‘Stories
of change – Sustainable
food and lifestyles for the
people and the planet’.
A screening was organised
in Bonn during COP23.

CIDSE and some of its
member organisations led
various workshops at the First
Agroecology Europe Forum:
‘Fostering synergies between
movements, science and
practice’ in Lyon.
12
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I urgently appeal [, then,] for a
new dialogue about how we are
shaping the future of our planet.
We need a conversation which
includes everyone, since the
environmental challenge we are
undergoing, and its human roots,
concern and affect us all.

Alvim

Pope Francis, LS 14

LAUDATO SI’ FOR THE COMMON GOOD
 he encyclical Laudato Si’ by Pope Francis on the Care for Our Common Home remains our leading
T
inspiration supporting our work, especially in our quest for systemic change and societal and ecological
transformation.
In the year marking its second anniversary CIDSE developed
several activities to keep on reflecting and draw from this inspiring
document as well as disseminating its core principles. Many
activities were developed within the framework of the campaign
“Change for the Planet – Care for the People” and its work with
volunteers (see p.11).
When the Bishops’ Conference of Mozambique issued a pastoral
letter appealing to social, religious, economic and political actors
to care for our common home and seek together what is best for
their country and those who inhabit it, CIDSE supported them
and gave visibility to the letter. Similarly, CIDSE contributed to
a discussion paper on Theological and Catholic Social Teaching

principles on land grabbing, informed by Laudato Si’, during the
Conference ‘Land grabbing in Francophone Africa: identifying and
strengthening endogenous solutions’ in Ivory Coast in November.
CIDSE also studied Laudato Si’ in relation to the climate
negotiations through the paper ‘Climate Action for the Common
Good’ which was presented in a side event during COP23. The
document is intended to help governments and other stakeholders
reflect on how they should respond to the challenge of climate
change in light of Laudato Si’ and broader Catholic social teachings.
It says that governments should ask searching questions about their
plans to tackle climate change.

NOVEMBER

The People’s Climate Summit
and the COP23 conference
in Bonn were important
moments for CIDSE’s work
on climate and agriculture,
transition towards a low
carbon economy, and
sustainable lifestyles.

More than 80 participants
took part in the Abidjan
conference on land
grabbing in Francophone
Africa, which brought
together Church and nonChurch actors to exchange
knowledge and strategies.

CIDSE released a new paper
in Bonn, intended to help
governments and other
stakeholders reflect on
how to respond to climate
change in light of Laudato Si’
and broader Catholic social
teachings.
13

FINANCES

CIDSE is funded by membership fees and additional resources from its members for special projects. In 2017, a two-year grant
agreement was signed with the KR Foundation in favour of the “Change for the Planet – Care for the People” campaign. CIDSE
thanks the KR Foundation for their financial support.

CIDSE core expenditure 2017		€1.033.726
Advocacy and events
€746.504
Programme cooperation
€27.700
Administration and management of network and Secretariat
€232.421
Miscellaneous
€27.101
The CIDSE Secretariat also coordinates the following projects:
Israel–Palestine
“Change for the Planet – Care for the People” campaign
Enhancing capacities for coordinated advocacy for sustainable development
Total

€27.860
€84.190
€88.996
€201.046

CIDSE’s finances are reviewed annually by an external auditor.

DECEMBER

CIDSE launched its new blog
‘Voices for Change’ dedicated
to systemic change. The space
is open to CIDSE members,
partners and allies who wish
to share reflections and stories
of change.

CIDSE joined the Forum of
Catholic Inspired NGOs in
Rome where Pope Francis
encouraged participants
“to work always in a spirit of
communion and cooperation
with other Catholic NGOs and
Holy See representatives.”

On the eve of the One Planet
Summit in Paris, CIDSE joined
civil society voices to urge
governments and stakeholders
to stop funding fossil fuels
no later than 2020.
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GOVERNANCE
STRUCTURE
AND STAFF
(as of May 2018)

Board of Directors
The Board of Directors is composed of the directors of the 18 member organisations. The Board is the general management body of
CIDSE and meets twice a year to review current activities and formulate strategies and policies for the future.
Executive Committee
The Executive Committee is the implementation and supervisory instrument of the Board of Directors.
President
Éamonn Meehan (Trócaire)
Members
Patrick Godar-Bernet (partage.lu) - Lieve Herijgers (Broederlijk Delen) - Fr. Pirmin Spiegel (MISEREOR)
Ecclesiastical Assistant Mgr. Abune Tesfaselassie Medhin, Bishop of Adigrat, Ethiopia
Treasurer
Stephan Stricker
Secretary General
Josianne Gauthier
Working Groups
CIDSE member organisations carry out joint work on issues that CIDSE has agreed to prioritise in its strategic framework. Activities
are mainly carried out through working groups, platforms and forums. The CIDSE Secretariat coordinates this joint work and plays a
supportive role by lobbying decision makers, networking with allies and communicating with the media.
Staff
A team of staff based at the CIDSE Secretariat in Brussels facilitates and coordinates the common efforts of the member organisations:
Josianne Gauthier
Secretary General (SG)
Thematic Priority

Organisational priority

Communities regaining
control over the commons

Facing climate change:
just and sustainable food
and energy models

Change starts with us
Priority led by the SG
Enabling the whole team

Denise Auclair
Senior Advisor

Chiara Martinelli
Executive Advisor

Systemic Change Priority

Thematic Priority

Societal and ecological
transformation

Jean Letitia Saldanha
Senior Advisor

Transversal priority
also looking at finance
and gender equality
implemented with the
whole team

Jassin Fetahovic
Gender Equality,
Systemic Change
Assistant

Heidi
Stefan
Höök
Reinhold
Israel &
Corporate
Occupied Regulation
Palestinian
and
Territory Extractives
Officer
Officer

Manny
Yap
Land
Rights
Officer

Sylvia Obregon Quiroz
Land Rights Assistant

François
Delvaux
Climate &
Agriculture
and Food
Sovereignty
Officer

Giulia Bondi
Climate Justice
and Energy
Officer

Giorgio Gotra
Campaigns Assistant

Valentina
Pavarotti
Media and
Communications
Officer

Anya
Verkamp
Digital
Communications
Officer

Marie-Paule
Hannah
Ogereau
Twomey
Communications
External Funding and Administrative
Officer
Assistant

Yvette Pierret
Office
Administration
and Logistics
Assistant

Saïd Ben Seddik
Technician and
Programmer,
Office
Maintenance

External Support
Wim Hendrix Finance Consultant - Bea Lambrecht Human Resources Consultant
CIDSE warmly thanks Mgr. Stanislas Lalanne, its former Ecclesiastical Assistant and Bernard Pinaud, its former Vice President as
well as Angela María Ocampo, Kelly Di Domenico, Karim Harris and Raphael Shilhav for their valuable contribution to our work.
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Contact details
CIDSE – Rue Stévin 16 – B-1000 Brussels
T: +32 (0)2 230 77 22 – F: +32 (0)2 230 70 82 – postmaster@cidse.org
www.cidse.org

