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After seven years of largely ignoring and opposing the Open-ended Intergovernmental Working
Group on transnational corporations and other business enterprises with respect to human rights (the
‘IGWG’) at the UN in Geneva, the United States is reportedly preparing to attend the 7th annual
session of the IGWG next week to call for UN member states to participate in an as yet undefined
alternative process. We, some of the thousands of movement representatives and civil society
organizations that have worked for seven years with the IGWG to develop a legally binding
instrument, consider it shameful and unacceptable that the U.S. would try to use its political power
to undermine an UN intergovernmental process with a clear mandate aimed at strengthening the
international human rights system.
In a time of both growing inequality and increasing profit margins for transnational corporations, the
U.S. and allies calling on UN member states to consider engaging in alternative processes other than
the IGWG shows a deep disrespect for the large group of largely Global South nations that have
worked for seven years to strengthen the international human rights system, against steep opposition
from the U.S. and some other global north delegations. The IGWG has vast support from among the
international community, as illustrated by the average participation of over 80 UN Member States in
each of the six previous sessions of the IGWG, including 2020 when COVID-19 severely affected
states' abilities to participate. Any efforts by the U.S. to delay or obstruct the momentum of this large
committed group of UN member states can only be seen as a desperate attempt to defend the corporate
interests of U.S. companies, and undermine the human rights system.
This approach by the U.S. would also show utter contempt for the people and communities affected
by corporate-related human rights abuses. These people and communities, many of whom we
represent and/or work alongside, have resisted and survived the most egregious corporate-related
human rights abuses. It is thanks to their several decades of advocacy that in 2014 the Human Rights
Council passed resolution 26/9, which established, for the first time in the history of the United
Nations, an intergovernmental body charged with the responsibility to elaborate an international
legally binding instrument to address corporate-related human rights abuses. This authoritative
intergovernmental UN mandate is far better equipped to provide the necessary means of protection
and accountability for affected people than any of the various weaker voluntary initiatives that have
preceded it or been proposed since. The IGWG must not be delayed.
After a catastrophic and embarrassing period of behavior by the U.S. Government under the previous
Washington D.C. administration, it is hardly better for the current U.S. administration to suddenly reengage in order to undermine the activities of an ongoing intergovernmental Human Rights Councilmandated initiative. The U.S. is not exceptional. The standards of behavior for international
diplomacy are the same for the U.S. as they are for all other states. If the U.S. holds any desire to
regain the faith of the international community it should show respect for UN mechanisms, the efforts
of its fellow member states, and the civil society organizations who engage constructively with the
UN. A clear way to demonstrate this would be to support UN initiatives to fulfil their mandates rather
than engaging in efforts to undermine them.
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