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Stolement on COP 27

NO CTIMATE JUSTICE WITHOUT TAND JUSTICE

!nlroduction

Symposium of Episcopol Conferences of Africo qnd Modogoscor (SECAM) is

on Associotion of Cotholic Bishops Conferences of Africo ond Modogoscor
(composed of 8 re§ions) whose mission is to network ond speok with one voice
on motters pertoining to the Church in Africo. This public policy stotement by
the Justice, Peoce ond Development Commission (JPDC) is the result of on
ongoing diologue with Africon civil society ond grossroots orgonisotions,
women's ond formers' movements ond other foith-bosed groups gothered in
o spirit of "synodolity" in o plotform colled Our Lond is Our Life.

SECAM's intention is to highlighi the concerns for the 27Ih Conference of ihe
Porties obout the United Notions Fromework Convention on Climote Chonge -
ofherwise known as COP27. All peoples of God, wherever they ore in the world,
must certoinly ogree thot this Conference must bring results to Africo.

Sister Eqrth, olong with o!! lhe obqndoned of our world, cries out,
ond she is pleoding with us to loke onolher course

Alihough Africon lond is so rich in noturol resources, occess To lond continues
to be inhibited by o system of commerciol relotions qnd ownership which is

structurolly perverse. A lot of people in Africo lorgely dependent on occess To

lond, on noturql reserves ond ecosystem services for their meons of
subsistence. lt is olso recognized thot mony intensive forms of exploitotion ond
environmentol degrodoTion not only deplete the lond ond resources needed
to sustoin communities' livelihoods, but olso undermine the sociol sTrucTures
thot shope their culturol identity ond meoning of life. The woy humonity treots
the environment influences the woy it treots itself, ond vice verso. The
throwowoy culture offects the excluded just os it reduces things to woste. Every
viololion of solidority ond civic friendship horms the environment ond offects
the entire plonet.

Yet we believe thot os humon beings we con embork on new poths of
outhentic freedom. We con respect The rights of peoples ond cultures ond
their rights to the lond they inhobit. No system con completely suppress our
openness ond God-given obility to respond to our dignity. The culture of
integrol ecology con counter the culTure of irrotionolity jn the foce of the
climote emergency, the culture of disguise, deniol, occupotion ond
exterminotion. The Eorth Chqrter osks us to leove behind the period of self-
destruction ond to moke o new stort. Despite oll our limitotions, gesTures of
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generosity, solidority qnd ottention cqn only spring up in us since we were
mode for love. (cf. Loudolo Si, #22; 25; 52-53; 58; I l6; 138-l 42; 145; 166; 205-
207)

Shoring the struggle for lond ond climole juslice

Our communities ore exposed to the climote crisis qnd the lond grobbing thot
goes hqnd in hond with woter grobbing, increosing woter ond soil pollution by
pesticides, loss of biodiversity ond troditionol seeds, os they witness the
irreporoble destruetion of their environment. Communities shore the
experience thot os they cloim their rights to lond, they ore being persecuted,
which is leoding to more violent conflicts, despoir, ond instobility. Unfortunoiely,
the dignity ond shored well-being of women fcrrmers ond peosonts' formers
wlthout lond experience, coupled wiTh deep inequolities, ore compromised.

Yet, we understond thot communities should not be mode poor if resources
were not coptured by the powerful ond iheir corporotions ond given owoy by
weok public institutions. Coming together os Africon foith octors, civil society
orgonizotions ond community lond rights ociivists, we engoge with
communities in their struggle for lond ond climote justice, we ore denouncing
folse solutions thot deprive locol communities of their livelihoods, their lond
rights ond tenure.

We join communities mobilizing ogoinst ill-odvised lorge-scole lond ocquisition
investments ond their struggles ogoinst lond grobs in the cose of Feronio in
DRC, Addox Bioenergy in Sierro Leone, Socfin in Sierro Leone, SIAT subsidiory in
lvory Coost (see link), Congo River Bosin in DRC, TOTAL-ENl in Copo Delgodo,
Mozombique, ond the Eost Africon Crude Oil Pipeline in Ugondo, Tonzonio ond
Kenyo.

The UNFCCC ond COPs hqve demonstroted to deloy, deny, or further kick
owoy the gool of stoying below 1.5 degrees Celsius globol temperoture. Rich
notions currency fictitious solutions (noture-bosed solutions ond techno-fixes)
ond pretend to compensote poor communities in Africo. Rich countries push
to offset their emissions, while refusing to cut bock on their own emissions.
COP27 must obondon oll folse solutions (net zero, foiled emissions-troding,
offsetting schemes). Governments, civil society, ond sociol movements must
join the struggle for o system chonge ond demond reolzero, ond not net zero.

loudolo Si colls for o new culture of integrol ond humon ecology

Loudoto SI (#,l66+) notes thot the Church hos o responsibility towords the
creotion, ond she must ossert this responsibility in the public 5phere. ln so doing,
she must defend not only eorth, woter, ond oir os gifts of creotion thot belong
to everyone. She must obove oll protect humonkind from self-destruction. Our
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duties towords the environment ore linked to our duties towords the humon
person, considered in herself ond in himself ond in relotion to others.

We would like to coll on oll those ossembling in Shorm EL Sheikh to remember
the colls recently mqde by locol communifies in their struggle ogoinst lorge-
scole lond ocquisition. As discussions on climote crisis intensify, lond ond
climote justice must go hond in hond.

Recommendolions

. We stond in soliôority with oll communities ond territories offected by lond
grobs, ormed conflicts, ond resource wors. Climote octions thot perpeiuote
lond injustice ond further exploitotion of noturol resources ond
displocement of communities due to folse solutions must moke woy for
equitoble ond just tronsition in sectors ogriculture ond mining.

. lndigenous communiiies ond their troditionol leqders must be the principol
diologue portners when lorge scole lond ocquisition projects offecting their
lond ore proposed.

. The right of Free, Prior ond lnformed Consent of women, ond the right of
indigenous peoples ond their communities to Soy No to projects thot
deprived them of their londs in their territories must be uphold.

. Peosont ogroecology must be recognised, respected, ond supported
which includes securing the lond ond noturql resources of communities.

. Article 6 of the Poris Agreement must be revised to ovold ony
commoditizotion of lqnd ond noturol resources to the'detriment of locol
communities.

. We urge the Globol North to poy their ecologicol debt ond respectfully use
indigenous knowledge to design interventions on the ground thot is

odopted to the locol context.

Accro, 4 November 2022

His Eminence Fri mbongo
Archbishop of Kin oso, DR Congo
Vice-President of ECAM qnd President of the Justice,
Peoce ond Development Commission (SECAM)

For ony inquiries, pleose contoct Fother Germoin Rojoelison ot
<justicepeoce_secom@yohoo.co.uk> or Simson Mwole of '
<jpdc pro gro m @ g m o il.com >
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